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A  PREFACE  FOR  KEWCOftSRS.   The  Thoreau  Society  of  America  came  into  being  last 
July  12,  when  nearly  one  hundred  Thoreauans  gathered  in  Concord  at  the  call  of 
Dr.  Raymond  Adams,  Rev,  Roland  Sawyer,  Walter  Harding,   and  the  Concord  Thoreau 
group  headed  by  Alien  French,   They  listened  co  a  series  of  informal  talks  on 
H.D.T.,  enjoyed  dinner  together  at  the  Cclor.'.al  Inn,  se?;  the  Herbert  Cleason 
slides  of  the  Thoreau  courury,  toured  the  Concord  shrines,  and  having  found  it 
e  rewarding  meeting,  electee  officers  and  a  committee  to  set  up  a  formal  organi- 
zation.  Dr.  Adams  become  the  fiist  president;  Walter  Harding  the  seereUry. 
(The  best  accounts  of  tr.e  nesting  are  in  Tho  Bostcr.  Globe  for  July  13:  The  Concord 
Enterprise,  July  16;  Toe  Concord  Herald,  Jul"  1°,  and  the  Concord  Journal,  July  17.) 

Cn  October  14,  the  comm:  ttoo  net  agiju  iii  Concord   The  -..resident  and  secre- 
tary had  drawn  up  suggested  d/T-os  ard  •••lie  committee  revised  and  improved  it. 
We  will  include  a  copy  of  it  lr.  a:.:  early  issue  of  the  Bullieoin,   It  will  be 
brought  before  the  society  at  the  Lieet.i.ng  nest  July  12.   (Plans  are  already  being 
made  for  the  meeting  in  Concord  then,. ) 

Tin  BULLETIN.  And  so  row  the  Bulletin  he s  come  into  being.  We  plan  to  issue  it 
quarterly.   It  will  ccirtrm  as  this  one  does,  news  of  the  progress  of  the  society, 
&  list  of  recent  publications  of  TLcreauan  interest,  :.  list  of  "Thoreau  projects 
in  progress  by  members  rnd  wh  tever  aire  we  c  n  fir, a  of  Thoreauan  interest.   But 
make  it  your  bulletin*   Send  us  rets  of  things  you  w.mt  to  appear  in  it.   If  you 
find  a  new  crticle  or  booh  on  Thoreau,  send  us  word  and  we'll  mention  it.   If  there 
is  c  research  question  you  cn't  answer,  send  it  along,  and  we'll  broadcast  it  to 
see  if  another  member  ecu  help  you.    iemeiaber,  it's  your  bulletin. 

TliE  300IXSTS.  ho  he  ve  planned  to  issue  a  little  s-jri^s  of  booklets  on  Thoreau. 
Since  so  many  members  have  .shed  for  co  pies  of  the  talks  .  iven  at  the  first  meet- 
ing, we  will  have  than,  in  condensed  form,  in  the  first  booklet.   It  will  be 
printed  by  the  offset  process,  since  that  is  the  least  expensive  kino  of  good 
printing.   (The  process  is  this:  the  copy  is  typed  out  as  it  is  to  appear;  the 
pegeo  fre  then  phctc/ra  h^a  -nd  reproduced  in  facsimile.   It  s  ves  all  the  cost  of 
setting  up  type.)   I»e  will  issue  th.,  booklet  in  mid-winter  .  nd  send  it  -long  to 
you  fs  soon  :s  we  c::m   By  the  way,  whet  would  you  li^e  to  see  in  future  booklets? 

FIKnlJCES.   Since  there  has  been  no  rogulcr  meeting  to  rota  on  cues,  we  arc  suggest- 
ing the t  each  of  you  make  .  contribution  of  one  dollar  to  the  society  treasury. 
(That  is  the  amount  for  du.s  cuggestod  in  th:.  proposed  by-I.is.)  Flease  send  it 
te  the  secretary  and  e!on{  with  it,   your  couple to  eddress  .nd  a  list  of  your 
special  Thoreau  interests  so  th:  t  we  can  m;ka  up  the  permanent  files,  we  would 
especially  like  to  knov;  v;hich  of  you  are  collectors  of  Thcro<_uana. 

jr.  PERSOIIAL  NOTE.   I  would  like  to  see  the  secretary's  office  become  a  clearing- 
house for  the  convenience  of  :  11  those  interested  in  Thoreau.  If  you  have  any 
research  problems,  if  you  want  to  know  the  names  of  other  members  in  your  neigh- 
borhood so  th- 1  you  ccn  form  local  groups  (and  pie;. so  let  us  knou  if  you  do  form 
such  groups),  or  j_p  y0U  -ro  hunting  for  some  elusive  Thoreau  book  to  \  da  to  your 
collection,  write  in  mid  we'll  try  to  nek'  you  either  through  the  infer..::  tion  at 
hand. or  through  the  next  issue  of  the  bulletin.  Incidently,  if  you  see  any  good 
There;  u  "buys'  in  the  book:  tores,  one's  th:  t  you  ao  net  ere  to  t  Ite  :dv£.nte.  ge  of 
yourself,  send  us  word  ;  nd  we'll  try  to  p.  as  it  ;:long. 

If  my  :mny  and  wandering  addresf.es  h.  ve  becoa^  a  problem  for  your  memory, 
perhtps  thic  note  v.ill  hel~  you.  Mail  send  to  me  t  54  Prospect  -treat,  Bridge- 
w'kte-r;  i,kss.  (my  permanent  address)  will  always  be  forwarded.  For  the  ^resent 
winter',  I   e.m  living  in  Chapel  Hill,  LT.C,  end  my  address  the  :  is  11  Sutton  Bldg. 
In  closing,  just  t    word  of  th' nas  to  ell  those  aha  ruve  hoi  cd  with  this  bulletin. 
There  isn't  room  to  mention  you  individually,  but,  m;_ny  thenks. 
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RiiSEkRCH  Il»'  PR0GR2SS.  ' 

Mr.  Edwin  5.  Hill,  Ysleta,  Texcs,  is  compiling  a  list  of  nil  copies  of  the 
first  edition  of  Thoreiu's  Week.  Ho  wuits  to  know  thoir  present  ownership,  their 
condition,  end  if  ThorooU  wrote  in  the  lines  on  Page  3  96. 

Mr.  Ce  rl  Bods  Keuk:  perl  ,  F.Y.,  is  editing  a  ve  riorum  edition  of  Thorecu's 
poetry.  Ee  would  like  to  know  the  whereabouts  or  tny  me  nuscript  copies  of  his 
poems,  published  or  unpublished. 

Mr.  Fr^dorick  McGill,  University  of  Hewark,  JTswarfi,  I". J.,  is  working  on  "The 
Life  end  i.orke  of  ivilli  m  Sllery  Ch-  nnin:  ,  2nd,"  Thoresu's  friend  end  biographer. 
Ke  would  bo  glad  to  lecrn  oi'   -  :::•■  n.s  information  en  Channing  ^r  the  whereabouts 
of  any  material  about  him. 

If  you  ere  doing  seme  speci  1  research  ;n  Thoreeu,  let  ue  know  so  we  ct'n  list 
your  project.  If  you  en  help  any  of  the  members  ebove,  write  either  them  or  us. 

RSOELxT  TlJOiGAIfc-NA.   Leo,  ITnrry.  ^xr^,   D_  y  to  K^n.  Hew  York:  Duell,  Slom  & 
Feerce,  1941.  167pp.  v2.50.   (The  me  i  or  Yhoro?  u  book  of  the  ye;  r. ) 

Thers  is  e  greet  dual  of  po<  try  ebout  rlenry  Thcr  .u.  Few  of  his  biographers 
have  ceught  it.   But  here  it  one  who  ht  s  written  down  the  facts  of  Thoreau's  life 
end  mr.de  ;•  melody  of  it.  It  is  not  c  scholarly  hiogr;  phy.   (Although  it  me  ices 
fewer  ectusl  errors  then  most.   I  c  n  find  only  two  minor  onos,  neither  worthy  of 
mention.)  But  it  is  e  poetic  ono. 

ivir.  Lee  his  written  this  biography  of  There,  u  in  verse — poems  tied  together 
v. ith  brief  prose  passages.   In  some  pieces  he  hes  taken  Thoreiu's  sen  words  end 
made  a  poem  of  then.   It  is  h-  re  to  pick  out  cny  sections  to  quote  for  they  ell 
vtecve  into  en  integrated  whole.  But  yet  the  ftrlden  section  ste.nds  out  somewhat 
ebove  the  rest.   If  you  over  thouyit  Thoreeu  t   hormit  et  vValden,  re^  d  this  end 
you  should  be  convinced  th-t  that  experiment  was  not  en  escape  but  c;  fulfillment. 

He  hes  T's  friend,  tod —  Chcnning,  Blake  ("Couldn't  ci  11  him  Harrison,  And  surely 
not  G.C.?T),  •  -  nd  Ricketson.   I  don't  think  I've  seen  a  bettjr  piece  of  exposition 
on  nis  reasons  for  his  friendships  then  her... 

Of  course  one  cannot  c;  tch  ;.  11  of  There- u  in  poetry.   You'll  find  here  little 
of  the  sturdy  cregginoss  of  the  ooei  1  critic  th-t  was  Thoreeu.  That  must  wait 
for  -nether  biogn  her — ;  nd  i    biogrcphy  that  is  greatly  needed.  But  for  the  lyric 
Thore-u,  this  book  is  the  snswer. 

Leek  of  room  prevents  giving  e  complete  bibliogr-i  uiy  of  recent  There' uena.   But  in 
the  next  issue,  we  will  _iv:.  on-:  for  the  whole  of  1941.   But  her.,  -""re  some  of  the 
more  import  nt  one.-:   Benson,  1.^.   3C  Ml.  7HS.T  INFLUX C 33  Ok  IKL  RITIFGS  OF 
TKGREAU.   kce  noire-  vi.  n  3tv.di:.s.  Ley  &  ^u^ust;   C  nby.   Tk:re:.u  &  \ .hitmen  on  Demo- 
crecy.   Br.t.^eviei  of  -it.   July  1?;  Levis,  ...   Joan  Brown  First  publicly  oUiampionod 
by  Thoreeu.  Lowell  (ivliss.)  Leader.  L  y  15.;  L^lway,  Hope.  Civ  ;ter  on  Thoreeu  in 
:k,DIC-kk  Ft  YF3T5RLVY.  Norman, Okie.:  Cooper,  tive  Books,r"0£;  leatthiessen,  i?.0. 
AM3RIG.  1T  :k!".'  leak... 'G_.  ilew  York:  Oxford  Univ.  Fr-ss,  678pp.  v5.00  (Cnt,ies   great 
dec  1  en  Thoreeu  end  his  friends);  Pierre.  Lines  e-beut  Thinkers.   Christie  n  Science 
monitor.  March  7;   Straker,  Robert  L.   Thoreau's  Journey  to  Minnesota.  New  England 
Quarterly  Sept.  (New  inform;  tion  on  the  Western  journey  from  the  letters  of  For.  ce 
Mann,  Jr.  who  accompanied  Thoreeu);   m'hat  Thoreeu  S.  v.  et  Coheeset.   Scituste  (Mss.) 
Herald.  July  25.  (Reprint  of  >ert  of  Cope  Cod  with  notes);  Warner,  F.L.  Spring 
Cleaning  Time  et  Concord.  Christian  Science  Monitor,  iviay  13.  (much  J. bout  the 
Thoreeu  exhibit  in  the  Antiqur  ri*  n  House). 

In  these  bibliogroohies,  we  vender  whs  t .  you  would  like.   Do  you  vent  sn  :  nnual 
list,  or  .'  quarterly  list?  Do  you  want  every  item  listed,  or  just  the  more  im- 
portant ones?   (ke  could  have  e  special  supplement  for  those  interested,  listing 
everything.)   .  would  you  like  e  specisl  bibliography  issus  listing  all  the  items 
the  t  b.ve  appeared  ;  i„cs  the  e.  do  cud  'hits  bibliographies  (1937)?  Let  us  know 
wur  ideas.  ,    o, 

W  alter-  Harding  /&***  'X*^,, 

11  Sutton  Building 

Chapel  Hill,  North  Carolina 


